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Drum Stick Holder 

Background 

a. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a holder for drum sticks, 
drum brushes, mallets and other such percussion implements 
for playing percussion instruments for example drums, 
xylophones, cymbals, bells, etc., all of which will for 
convenience only be referred to herein simply as "drums" or a 
"drum kit". 

b. Related Art 

When a drummer is playing a drum or a drum kit, it sometimes 
happens that the drummer drops a drum stick, or wishes to 
switch to a different drum stick. The drummer may also wish 
to use a drum brush or mallet, and all such percussion 
implements used to play drums, bells, cymbals and other 
percussion instruments are for convenience simply referred to 
throughout this document as "drum sticks". 

A problem therefore arises in how a drummer may quickly and 
easily get a hold of a replacement drum stick or a different 
drum stick. 

It is known to provide a drum stick holder in the form of a 
cup which may, for example, be attached to the leg of a drum 
stand. The cup is normally moulded in a rigid plastic 
material, and may hold 10 or more drum sticks. A problem with 
this arrangement is that it may be difficult to select the 
correct drum stick quickly if there is more than one type of 
drum stick in the cup, or if the drum sticks tend to clump 
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together . 

A solution to this problem is to provide a number of clips 
formed in a resilient plastic material which may, for 
example, be affixed directly to the side of a drum. Each clip 
has a pair of flexible arcuate arms that project away from 
the body of the drum and which extend at least 180° around 
the circumference of a circle. A drum stick may then be 
snapped into the opening. Although this arrangement maintains 
the relative orientations and arrangement of a number of drum 
sticks, it may still be difficult to get hold of a drum stick 
as the drum stick will normally be extending parallel with a 
cylindrical body of the drum on which the clips are affixed. 

Furthermore, in all these prior art arrangements removing a 
drum stick from its holder or reintroducing a drum stick to 
its holder often creates an audible noise. This is 
particularly inconvenient in a recording studio. 

Summary of the Invention 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a more 
convenient holder for a drum stick. 

Accordingly, the invention provides a drum stick holder, 
comprising a plurality of substantially parallel tubular 
sleeves, each sleeve being joined to at least one adjacent 
sleeve and having an entrance with dimensions suitable for 
receiving just one drum stick, wherein each sleeve is formed 
from an integral tube of elastomeric material that extends 
fully around a longitudinal axis of the sleeve so that each 
sleeve may hold a drum stick inserted into the sleeve. 



WO 2005/091270 



- 3 - 



PCT/GB2005/001115 



The drum stick holder may comprise additionally a mount for 
mounting the holder to a drum kit, the arrangement being such 
that each sleeve is supported by the mount. 

5 In a preferred embodiment of the invention, each of the 
sleeves has a longitudinal axis, and each of these axes lies 
in a common plane that extends through each sleeve. Each 
sleeve may be joined to an adjacent sleeve by means of a web 
of elastomeric material. Preferably, the or each web of 
10 material lies in the plane in which the longitudinal axes of 
the sleeve lie. 

The drum stick holder according to the invention provides a 
rugged and yet compact form of drum stick holder, which can 

15 be positioned as required either on legs, on a main body or 
on any other part of a percussion instrument or any other 
drum hardware that can be used with percussion instruments, 
or be provided with its own stand. Because the sleeves may be 
parallel and lie in a plane, the holder need not take up much 

20 room. The mount can also be arranged so that the holder is 
positioned close to an instrument, but with the drum sticks 
either spaced or angled with respect to a body of a 
percussion instrument such that a percussionist may readily 
get hold of the drum sticks in the holder. 

25 

Because each sleeve is formed from an elastomeric material so 
that each sleeve may either hold or grip a drum stick 
inserted into the sleeve, it is not always necessary that the 
sleeve be closed at one end to retain a drum stick. 
30 Therefore, at least one of the sleeves may be open at both 
ends. This can help to simplify manufacture of the holder, as 
it is easier to mould or to extrude a sleeve which is open at 
both ends. In one embodiment of the invention, all of the 
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sleeves are open at both ends. 

Leaving at least one of the sleeves open at both ends may 
also facilitate assembly of the holder. For example, the 
mount may include at least one projection which locates in at 
least one corresponding sleeve in order to secure the mount 
to the sleeves. 

The holder may, however, comprise one or more plugs that may 
be removably inserted into one or more corresponding sleeves 
to close off one end of said sleeve (s). Such a closed sleeve 
may then be used to help retain small items or narrow 
diameter drum sticks that would otherwise fall but of the 
bottom of the open sleeve. A closed sleeve may also be used 
in conjunction with a looser grip when the grip of the sleeve 
would otherwise make quick removal difficult. In this case, 
the drum stick may be supported by the plug which closes the 
sleeve rather that by the internal walls of the sleeve. 

One or more of the sleeves may be tapered internally to aid 
insertion of a drum stick into the sleeve and to grip better 
the drum stick once inserted into the sleeve. However, it 
will generally be preferable if the inner surfaces of the 
sleeve are non-tapering in order to avoid jamming of a drum 
stick within the sleeve. 

Each sleeve has inner and outer walls which are coaxial with 
a longitudinal axis and which extend fully around the 
longitudinal axis of the sleeve. 

Optionally, a tear strip may separate at least two adjacent 
sleeves so that at least one sleeve may be torn from the drum 
stick holder to reduce the number of sleeves. A user may then 
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be able to customise the capacity of the holder. 

The sleeve will have an open end for receiving a drum stick. 
When there are at least three sleeves, then these open ends 
5 may be arranged such that each of the open ends are in line 
with all the other open ends. 

In an alternative embodiment of the invention, the or each 
sleeve has an open end for receiving an end of a drum stick, 

10 and at least one middle sleeve projects forwards of adjacent 
outermore sleeves relative to an insertion direction for drum 
sticks. Preferably, the open ends of these sleeves are 
arranged in a V-pattern. or an inverted V-pattern. This 
greatly facilitates the tactile or visual identification of a 

15 desired one of the drum sticks, and when fitted in certain 
positions on a drum kit can facilitate quick removal of the 
drum stick. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

20 

The invention will now be further described, by way of 
example only, and with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

25 Figure 1 is a plan view of a first embodiment of a drum 

stick holder according to a first embodiment of the 
invention, having five parallel tubular sleeves of equal 
length, formed in an elastomeric material; 

30 Figure 2 is an end view of the drum stick holder, along 

line II-II of Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a plan view of the drum stick holder 
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according to a second embodiment of the invention shown 
being used to hold five drum sticks, similar to the 
holder of Figure 1 but comprising additionally a mount 
for supporting the holder; 

5 

Figure 4 is a side view of the drum stick holder of 
Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is a plan view of a drum stick holder according 
10 to a third embodiment of the invention, having five 

parallel tubular sleeves of varying length, formed in an 
elastomeric material; 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the drum stick holder 
15 of Figure 1, being used to hold five drum sticks, and 

being mounted atop a dedicated stand which engages with 
a central sleeve; 

Figure 7 is a side view of a drum stick holder according 
20 to a fourth embodiment of the invention, having five 

tubular sleeves, two of which are constricted at one 
end, formed in an elastomeric material; 

Figure 8 is a bottom end view of the drum stick holder 
25 of Figure 7, taken along the line VIII-VIII of Figure 7; 

Figure 9 is a side end view of the drum stick holder of 
Figure 8, taken along the line IX-IX of Figure 8; 

30 Figure 10 is a perspective view of a drum stick holder 

according to a fifth embodiment of the invention, having 
three tubular sleeves formed in an elastomeric material, 
one of which has a radially extending slot for receiving 
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and gripping an L-shaped bracket mount; 

Figure 11 is a perspective view of a drum stick holder 
according to a sixth embodiment of the invention, 
5 similar to that of Figure 10, but having three short 

tubular sleeves, showing how the L-shaped bracket is 
lodged in the radially extending slot; and 

Figure 12 is a perspective view of a drum stick holder 
10 according to a sixth embodiment of the invention, 

similar to that of Figure 10, but having two long 
tubular sleeves, showing another t type of radially 
extending slot. 

15 Detailed Description 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a first embodiment of a drum stick 
holder 1 according to the invention. The holder 1 has five 
parallel tubular sleeves 2 of equal length, formed in a 
20 flexible elastomeric material, for example a high grade 
silicone. Each sleeve is formed from an integral tube, in the 
sense that there are no gaps around the radius or 
circumference of each sleeve 2, so that the walls of each 
sleeve extend continuously around an axis 6 of each sleeve. 

25 

Each of the sleeves 2 has a cylindrical body 4 with an 
annular cross section which extends along the axis 6 between 
a first annular end face 8 and a second annular end face 10 
of the sleeve 2. Each of the longitudinal axes 6 is parallel. 
30 Each end face 8,10 extends in a plane which is perpendicular 
to the axes 6, and which surrounds circular entrances 7, 9 to 
a cylindrical channel 11 that extends fully along the axis 6 
of each sleeve 2. 
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With reference now also to Figure 2, each sleeve has a length 
L, which may be between about 40 mm and about . 250 mm, but 
which in the first preferred embodiment is about 100 mm. Each 
5 sleeve also has an outer diameter D which may be between 
about 20 mm and about 30 mm, but which in the first preferred 
embodiment 1 is 24 mm. The inner diameter d may be chosen to 
be between about 5 mm and 15 mm less than the outer diameter 
D, and in the first preferred embodiment the inner diameter 
10 is 14 mm. 

Each of the sleeves 2 is joined to at least one adjacent 
sleeve 2 by a planar web 12 which is integral with the 
adjacent sleeves 2. Each of the webs 12 is co-planar with the 
15 other webs, and lies in a plane that encompasses the 
longitudinal axes 6. 

In the illustrated embodiments, each web 12 is 2 mm wide and 
3 mm thick. The resultant centre-to-centre spacing S of the 
20 sleeve axes 6 is 26 mm. 

The drum stick holder is integrally moulded, for example 
being formed by extrusion of an elastomeric material, for 
example a silicone material, which may be a blend of 
25 silicones that provide a desired degree of flexibility and 
resilience. Any other suitable moulding techniques may be 
used, for example injection moulding or compression moulding. 

In use, the drum stick holder may be secured to a percussion 
30 instrument, or a separate stand, in a number of different 
ways. One way of securing the holder is to use adhesive tape 
(not shown) which may be applied over one side of the sleeves 
2. The webs 12 provide significant flexibility and act as 
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hinges so that the drum stick holder 1 can conform to a 
surface, particularly a cylindrical surface, of a percussion 
instrument . 

5 Another way in which the drum stick holder 1 can be secured 
is by wedging the holder in a suitable gap, for example 
underneath a strap or between parallel members of a 
percussion stand or support. Again, the flexibility and 
resilience provided by the elastomeric material facilitates 
10 such a way of securing the drum stick holder 1. 

Once the drum stick holder is secured, thin ends of 
percussion implements, such as sticks and mallets 15 , may as 
shown in Figures 3, 4 and 6, be inserted partially into one 

15 of the entrances 7, 9 until securely engaged by the channel 
11 inside the sleeve 2. In this regard, it is to be 
appreciated that the inner diameter d of the sleeves may be 
selected to be about 1 mm less than the expected lateral 
dimensions of the drum stick 15 so inserted, so that the 

20 channel is expanded slightly upon insertion of the drum stick 
15 to provide a snug fit. Alternatively, the inner diameter d 
of the sleeves may be selected to be about 0 mm to 0 . 5 mm 
less than the expected lateral dimensions of the drum stick 
15 so inserted, so that the drum stick is merely held and not 

25 loose in the holder,' rather than being securely gripped. 
Again, the particular properties of the elastomeric material 
and the thickness of the body 4 of the sleeve may be selected 
to give a desired compliance so that a drum stick 15 may be 
readily inserted and removed, yet remain securely engaged in 

30 the channel 11 otherwise. 

It should also be appreciated that although each channel 11 
is shown as having the same inner diameter d, the sleeves 2 
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may be formed with differing internal diameters d so that the 
drum stick holder 1 may accommodate a variety of different 
sized drum sticks 15. 

5 Figures 3 and 4 show a second embodiment of a drum stick 
holder 101 according to the invention, in which features 
similar to those of the first embodiment 1 are indicated by 
reference numerals incremented by 100. The second embodiment 
of the drum stick holder 101 differs from the first 

10 embodiment 1 only in that the drum stick holder includes a 
mount 20 for connecting the drum stick holder 1 to a support 
or stand (not shown) . The mount 20 includes a clamp 22 which 
surrounds a cylindrical aperture 24 for receiving a tubular 
feature, which may be a support for a percussion instrument 

15 (not shown) . 

The mount 20 is secured to the sleeves 2 by means of one 
finger 26, or even two or more fingers 26 which are inserted 
into free open ends 109 of at least one sleeve 2. The fingers 
20 are sized so that these expand the corresponding sleeves 2, 
which then grip the fingers 26 to secure the support to the 
sleeves 2. The mount 20 may, however, be removed from the 
sleeves 2, or repositioned so that the fingers 26 engage with 
different sleeves 2, as desired by a user of the holder 101. 

25 

Figure 5 is a plan view of a drum stick holder according to a 
third embodiment of the invention 201 formed in an 
elastomeric material. Features similar to those of the first 
embodiment 1 are indicated by reference numerals incremented 
30 by 200. The third embodiment of the drum stick holder 201 
differs from the first embodiment 1 in two ways. First, the 
holder 201 has five parallel tubular sleeves 202 of varying 
length. Second, a number of cylindrical plugs 30 are provided 
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which may be inserted into open ends 209 of the sleeves 202 
in order to close off an open end. This may be desirable if 
the holder is to be used to hold a narrow diameter drum stick 
which might otherwise fall through the open sleeve. The plugs 
5 30 are preferably formed in the same elastomeric material as 
the sleeves 2, and sized with a diameter slightly greater 
than the inner diameter of the sleeves 2, so that the plug 30 
are retained once inserted in the open ends 209 of the 
sleeves 2. The plugs may be between 10 mm and 120 mm long, 
10 and in one embodiment of the invention are cylindrical rods 
about 90 mm long. 

The open ends 207 of the sleeves 202 are formed with a 
V-shape profile, so that a central sleeve 202' is longer than 
15 adjacent sleeves. This provides the benefit that drum sticks 
15 of approximately equal length will project from the holder 
201 with a similar V-shape profile, making it easier to 
identify and select a particular drum stick 15 from the drum 
stick holder 201. 

20 

In an alternative embodiment the V-shaped arrangement is 
invented, that is, at least one middle sleeve projects 
inwards of adjacent outermore sleeves relative to an 
insertion direction for drum sticks. 

25 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the drum stick holder of 
Figure 1, being used to hold five drum sticks 15, and being 
removably mounted atop a dedicated stand 4 0 which engages 
with a central sleeve 2' . In alternative embodiments (not 
30 shown) the holder may be mounted using any of the other 
sleeves. The drum stick holder 1 may be rotated about an axis 
42 of the stand as desired by a user of the holder 1. 
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When, as in the first embodiment 1, the drum stick holder has 
sleeves 2 with two open ends 7, 9 to which free access may be 
had, the drum stick holder may be used to hold two drum 
sticks 15, one in each open end 7, 9 of drum stick holder 1. 
5 Because each drum stick 15 is held resiliently by the 
elastomeric bodies 4 of the sleeves 2, at least some of the 
drum sticks may project horizontally or even vertically 
downwards yet still be retained securely by the holder 1. 

10 The use of elastomeric material in the drum stick holders 1, 
101, 201 described above provides a number of significant 
benefits. The drum stick holders are flexible, so that in the 
event of knocks, the holder is not damaged. The resilience of 
the material makes it easier to provide a secure fixing, for 

15 example to the drum itself, and there is no need to clamp the 
holder to a stand. The compliance of the holder makes it 
difficult to break or damage a stick, or to knock a stand 
over, if something catches on a stick. The elastomeric 
material also provides if needed a firm gripping hold on the 

20 drum stick so that the stick is not inadvertently knocked out 
of holder, yet a drum stick can still be pulled out easily 
when needed . 

Figures 7-9 show various views of a drum stick holder 
25 according to a fourth embodiment 301 of the invention, in 
which features similar to those of the first embodiment 1 are 
indicated by reference numerals incremented by 300. The 
holder 301 has five tubular sleeves 302 formed in an 
elastomeric material, two of which 302', 302" have a stepped 
30 internal diameter which therefore constricted at one end 
350', 350". These constricted ends are suitable for 
engagement with a mount (not shown) having a matching outer 
diameter. The mount may be similar to those shown in Figures 
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2, 3 or 6, or any other type of mount suitable for use with 
percussion instruments . 

The fourth embodiment differs from the first embodiment 1 in 
5 that the internal diameter is 18.5 mm, which is about 1 mm 
and 6 mm wider than a typical drum stick. In this case, the 
drum stick is fully inserted into the sleeve 302 and rests on 
a plug 330 closing one end of the sleeve. 

10 Optionally, the constricted ends 350' , 350" may be used to 
hold narrow diameter drum sticks and also percussion 
instrument keys which are used to adjust or tune a percussion 
instrument . 

15 The holder 301 also differs in having non-planar webs 312 of 
material between adjacent sleeves 302. 

One or more cylindrical plugs 330, about 17 mm long in the 
axial direction, are provided which may be inserted into open 

20 ends 309 of the sleeves 302 in order to close off an open 
end. The axial position of the plugs 330 may be adjusted to 
optimise the holder depth to sticks of different diameter so 
that narrow sticks do not wobble if placed in a sleeve which 
is too short. Fatter sticks may benefit from shorter sleeve 

25 depth as then the stick will be less likely to stick when 
retrieved. 

Figures 7-9 show dimensions in millimetres and angles in 
degrees for one preferred version of the invention. The 
30 holder is formed in injection moulded silicone, and so as 
shown in Figure 9 has a slight taper of 0.573° on the outer 
diameter to facilitate removal from an injection mould (not 
shown) . External edges of the holder are radiused so that 
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these edges do not dig into external objects. 

Figure 10 is a perspective view of a drum stick holder 
according to a fifth embodiment 401 of the invention, in 
5 which features similar to those of the first embodiment 1 are 
indicated by reference numerals incremented by 400. The 
holder 401 has three tubular sleeves 402 formed in an 
elastomeric material, one of which 402' has a radially 
extending slot or rebate 452 for receiving and gripping an 

10 L-shaped bracket mount 454. The other two sleeves 402 are 
particularly convenient holders for a pair of drum sticks so 
that these are immediately at hand when a drummer returns to 
a drum kit. The bracket mount 454 has two planar arms 455,456 
that extend at right angles and at equal distances from each 

15 other. One arm 455 has a through-hole 458 which may be used 
to connect this end of the bracket 454 to a percussion 
instrument, for example to a tensioning bolt at the perimeter 
of a drum (not shown) . The other arm 456 is a plain tab. 

20 The width of at least the tab-like arm 456 is equal to or 
slightly greater than the inner diameter of the sleeve 402' 
having the radially extending slot 452, so that this may be 
snugly inserted into this sleeve 402' . The other arm 454 then 
has a width equal to or slightly greater than that of the 

25 slot 452 so . that this may be pressed into and retained by 
compliant side edges 462 of the slot 452. 

One or more of the sleeves 402 may be closed by an inserted 
plug 430. 

30 

This arrangement is illustrated in Figure 11, which shows a 
perspective view of a drum stick holder according to a sixth 
embodiment 501 of the invention, in which features similar to 
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those of the first embodiment 1 are indicated by reference 
numerals incremented by 500. This holder is particularly 
suitable for holding tuning keys. Here, a bracket 554 similar 
to that 454 of Figure 10, is shown seated in a slot 552 in a 
5 central sleeve 502' of the holder 501. One arm 555 of the 
bracket 554 extends at right angles to the plane defined by 
the axes of the tubular sleeves 502, while the tab-like other 
arm 556 is retained axially within the central sleeve 502' . 
As can be seen from the drawing, the tab-like arm 556 is 
10 slightly wider than the central sleeve 502' as circularly 
formed, thus causing this sleeve 502 ' to bulge laterally 
outwards into an oval shape. 

Figure 12 is a perspective view of a drum stick holder 
15 according to a sixth embodiment 601 of the invention, in 
which features similar to those of the first embodiment 1 are 
indicated by reference numerals incremented by 600. The 
holder 601 is similar to that of Figures 10 and 11, but has 
two long tubular sleeves 602. One or more of the sleeves 602 
20 may be closed by an inserted plug 630. 

One of the sleeves 602' has a constricted end 650' which also 
has a radially extending slot 652 for receiving an L-shaped 
bracket (not shown) as described above, except that here the 
25 slot 652 extends in the plane defined by the parallel tubular 
sleeves 602. Therefore, in this example of the invention, the 
sleeve 602 not having the slot would extend in line away from 
the mounting bracket, rather than transversely away from the 
mount . 

30 

The use of elastomeric material also makes the holder 
noiseless in use, which is particularly helpful in recording 
sessions. Exposed edges of the holder may be chamfered. 
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Only the tip end or butt end of the drum stick need be held 
or gripped by the elastomeric material which is advantageous 
because more of the drum stick will protrude from the holder, 
5 making it easier to get hold of a drum stick, and to find a 
place on a drum kit on which to mount the holder in such a 
way that the drum sticks project high enough to enable the 
drum sticks to be easily reached by a drummer or 
percussionist . 

10 

Depending on the relative diameters of a drum stick and 
holder, the holder may also be used to hold a stick with 
either the tip end or the butt end engaged in a holder 
sleeve. A holder can also be designed with a range of sleeve 
15 diameters, and with either fixed or adjustable plugs defining 
one end of a sleeve so that sticks of different lengths can 
be conveniently held within the sleeve, or so that a stick 
protrudes from a sleeve by a desired convenient amount. 

20 As will be appreciated from the above discussion, the 
invention may be used with multiple different mounting 
options to a drum kit, thereby permitting a user to mount 
drum sticks at an optimum position and angle according to the 
percussionist's personal kit layout and playing style. This, 

25 together with the inherent separation between sticks provided 
by the invention, permits a user to select a stick swiftly 
and reliably while playing drums or other percussion 
instruments . 



30 The mounts described above are both inexpensive and quick to 
set up and remove, as may be necessary when packing and 
unpacking a drum kit or other percussion instruments. If the 
holder is left in place when not in use or when the 
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instruments are packed for removal, the flexible and 
compliant nature of the holder will protect both the holder 
and the percussion instrument from inadvertent knocks. 

5 The holder is preferably moulded in a high quality silicone 
material, which provides excellent durability and which may 
be easily cleaned of any dirt or residue using common 
cleaning agents without the risk of any change in mechanical 
properties or damage to the holder. 

10 

The holder according to the invention is also of a compact 
and lightweight design, making it an easy accessory to use 
with percussion instruments, which may need to be moved about 
or packed away from time to time. The design of the holder 
15 may also be varied to suit any type of percussion instrument, 
and may be moulded in a wide range of colours or finishes, 
including transparent, translucent, solid coloured, glow-in- 
the-dark, wood effect, light sensitive and heat sensitive 
materials, and metallic coloured. 

20 

The holder according to the invention also provides the 
benefit of one-piece or unitary construction for all of the 
adjoining sleeves, not needing, for example, any other 
backing material, reinforcement or structural support to hold 

25 each of the sleeves mechanically together. Essentially, this 
is because the high grade silicone material is flexible yet 
rigid enough not to need any additional reinforcement and 
because each of the tubular sleeves extends integrally or 
continuously around the radius of each sleeve, with no breaks 

30 or gaps in the tubular walls of each sleeve. 

The drum stick holder may also be used to hold other 
percussion items that a drummer needs to use, such a keys for 
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the drum kit. Such keys are, of course, shorter than a 
typical drum stick, and so shorter sleeves, for example 40 mm 
long, may be provided for such items as part of the drum 
stick holder. 

5 

The drum stick holder according to the invention therefore 
provides a number of significant benefits in use, in addition 
to being well suited to volume mass production at an 
affordable price. 

10 

It is to be recognized that various alterations, 
modifications, and/or additions may be introduced into the 
constructions and arrangements of parts described above 
without departing from the spirit or scope of the present 
15 invention, as defined by the appended claims. 



